ROCKY’S STORY Tt

ROCKY IS ONE OF THE DOLPHINS RESCUED
FROM THE CONFINES OF A POOL AT THE MELKA
EXCELSIOR HOTEL IN BALI, INDONESIA. WHEN
HE WAS VIOLENTLY CAPTURED IN THE JAVA SEA
SEVERAL YEARS AGO, HE LOST EVERYTHING THAT
MAKES LIFE WORTH LIVING FOR A DOLPHIN: HIS
FAMILY, HIS WORLD OF SOUND, AND THE ABILITY
TO SWIM FREELY IN A VAST OCEAN WORLD.
ROCKY SPENT SEVERAL YEARS INCARCERATED IN
A SHALLOW, HEAVILY CHLORINATED SWIMMING
POOL.

HE WAS TRAINED TO OBEY COMMANDS AND PERFORM IN THEATRICAL SHOWS THAT
ATTRACT CROWDS OF FUN-SEEKING HOLIDAY MAKERS. IN BETWEEN REPETITIVE, ROWDY
SHOWS, ROCKY SPENT MUCH TIME LOGGING ON THE SURFACE SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING
ELSE FOR HIM TO DO. THERE IS NOTHING TO EXPLORE IN A CONCRETE TANK, AND ROCKY
COULD SWIM ONLY A FEW FEET BEFORE A WALL STOPPED HIM. CONFINEMENT IN SUCH
BARREN, UNNATURAL SURROUNDINGS TOOK A HEAVY TOLL ON ROCKY'S WELL-BEING, AND
HIS FUTURE LOOKED BLEAK AND HOPELESS.

THANKFULLY, WE WERE ABLE TO RESCUE ROCKY ON AUGUST 5, 2019, ON THE SAME DAY WE
RESCUED RAMBO, AND TRANSPORTED HIM TO A TEMPORARY FLOATING SEA ENCLOSURE IN
SANUR.

IN DECEMBER 2019 ROCKY WAS TRANSPORTED FROM SANUR
TO OUR FACILITY. HERE, IN THE CRYSTAL-CLEAR WATER OF A
SPACIOUS SEA PEN, HE CAN ONCE AGAIN ENJOY THE NATURAL
RHYTHMS AND SOUNDS OF THE SEA.

ROCKY 1S BENEFITTING FROM THE HEALING PROPERTIES OF
NATURAL SEA WATER AND IS GAINING WEIGHT AND STRENGTH.
AS SUCH, HE IS A CANDIDATE TO BE SENT TO CAMP LUMBA
LUMBA FOR RELEASE INTO HIS HOME RANGE. ROCKY LOVES

TO PARTICIPATE IN BOISTEROUS, ENERGETIC PLAY, AND HE
ESPECIALLY LOVES TO SWIM FAST. HE WILL NEVER AGAIN HAVE
TO PERFORM TRICKS FOR FOOD OR EXPERIENCE CONFINEMENT
IN A MINUSCULE CONCRETE TANK. WHETHER ROCKY CAN BE
RELEASED BACK INTO THE WILD, HOWEVER, REMAINS TO BE
SEEN.




