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ROCKY, RAMBO & JOHNNY
Rocky, Rambo and Johnny were rescued from the
confines of a pool at the Melka Excelsior Hotel in Bali,
Indonesia. After being violently captured from the Java
sea, they lost everything that makes life worth living
for a dolphin – their family groups, complex social
relationships and the ability to swim freely in a vast,
ocean world.

They were trained to obey commands and perform in theatrical shows and swim-with
programs. Between these repetitive, rowdy shows Rocky, Rambo and Johnny spent much of
their time logging on the surface. In concrete tanks, there is nothing to explore, and they could
barely swim a few feet before a wall stopped them. This confinement took a heavy toll on the
dolphins’ well-being.

Thankfully, we were able to confiscate Rocky and Rambo on August 5, 2019, and Johnny on
October 8, ,2019. The dolphins were brought to the Umah Lumba Rehabilitation, Release and
Retirement Center in Banyuwedang Bay, West Bali, Indonesia -- a facility initiated in September
of that year by the BKSDA Bali Forestry Department and the Ministry of Forestry, built with
local partners Jakarta Animal Aid Network and financially supported and supervised by Dolphin
Project. The center is the first and only permanent dolphin rehabilitation, release and
retirement facility for ex-performing dolphins, where they can heal in natural tides, to the
rhythms and sounds of the sea.

FROM THIS...FROM THIS... TO THIS!TO THIS!
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Rambo, being a younger dolphin, was initially timid but
gained confidence throughout his rehabilitation period.
Johnny was an older dolphin, suffering eye injuries,
disfigurement to his right pectoral fin and severe damage
to his teeth as a result of his captivity. During his time in
rehabilitation, Johnny overcame many of these
challenges, and came to have lots of energy. 

During their time at the Umah Lumba Center, Rocky, Rambo and Johnny healed, and
gained weight and strength. They underwent rehabilitation and re-learned to catch prey
through live fish feedings. 

2

Rocky, the most boisterous of the three, was always
eager to explore every new thing at the Center, and
during his rehabilitation, gained strength. All the
dolphins healed during their rehabilitation – going from
being underweight to well-nourished, gaining strength
and survival skills, and through live fish feedings,
learning to capture prey. Eventually they were deemed
healthy, and exhibited the skills needed for life in the
ocean.

IT IS A DOLPHIN’S BIRTHRIGHT TO MAKE ITS OWN CHOICES AND DECISIONS

On September 3, 2022 the gates at the Umah Lumba Center were opened to offer the
dolphins the chance of freedom, and they took it. Johnny was the first to head out,
leading the way for the others. 
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Rambo and Johnny chose to stay near the Umah Lumba Center for months following
release. Rocky headed out into open waters, with satellite tracking indicating that he
had gone several hundred miles offshore. In November 2022, Johnny succumbed to a
respiratory infection. Our team was heartbroken at this loss, but we are so grateful to
help make the last few years of his life peaceful with round-the-clock care that
prioritized his well-being.

Over the summer of 2023, Rambo was observed swimming with a small pod of wild
bottlenose dolphins. Since the last sighting, he did not return to the Umah Lumba
Center area, and all signs point to Rambo joining up with a pod!
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We hope to offer other dolphins like Rocky, Rambo and Johnny the chance to
rehabilitate, be evaluated for possible release, or retire in peace and dignity. 

Thank you so much for supporting the Umah Lumba Center!


